Check out my new Intermediate -> Advanced course (25% off launch sale)

THAI WITH GRACE
(I

Interview with a foreigner who

learned to speak fluent Thai

by Edgar | May 6, 2021 | advanced Thai Tips, Thai, Transcript, Video



https://thaiwithgrace.com/author/atmanx5/
https://thaiwithgrace.com/category/advanced-thai-tips/
https://thaiwithgrace.com/category/thai/
https://thaiwithgrace.com/category/transcript/
https://thaiwithgrace.com/category/video/
https://thaiwithgrace.com/advancedthai
https://thaiwithgrace.com/
https://thaiwithgrace.com/

Download the transcript for the video here.

In the video above, | interviewed my boyfriend, who speaks
Thai really well. He was one of my Thai students a few years
ago.

In the interview, he talks about how and why he started
learning Thai, advice he has for other foreigners learning

Thai, things he struggled with, and general tips.

He will summarize the key takeaways from the video.

Why did you start learning Thai?

| started learning Thai because | went to Thailand a few

years ago with a Thai friend. His family only spoke Thai, and


https://thaiwithgrace.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/interview-with-fluent-thai-speaker-foreigner-transcript-text.txt

| set a goal for myself that | will speak Thai the next time |

go to Thailand.

| went online and found a Thai teacher through italki

(referral link). The Thai teacher | found was Grace &'.

| will speak more in-depth about my experience learning

Thai in another article.

Did you have any experience
learning a foreign lanqguage?

| did not have experience learning another foreign
language. Thai was the first foreign language | tried to

learn.

| did speak Spanish, but that's because my parents are

Spanish-speaking.

Was learning Thai hard, and what
Is hard about learning Thai?

It’s very important you find material
that uses authentic Thai
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| think learning Thai is challenging, but so is learning any

foreign language. The important thing is to not give up.

When | started learning, | just started, | had no

preconceptions on how hard learning a language is.

The hardest part for me was the tones. Especially because,
at first, | didn’t place any importance on tones. This came
back to bite me when | went to Thailand the first time, and

every Thai person had a difficult time understanding me.

Another very difficult part of Thai is listening. A lot of the
learning materials out there don't speak in a natural way.
For example, the content might not talk at regular speed,
the content might not include particles, might not use

slang, etc.

It's very important you find material that uses authentic

Thai, especially once you are out of the beginner stage.

Here are a few examples of authentic Thai you can learn

from

e Free intermediate and advanced resources for Thai
e My Youtube Channel
e My course here.
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Is learning to read and write Thai
hard?

| thought learning to read and write was not too difficult.
Because there is a formula to learning to read Thai. Once

you memorize the rules, there are few exceptions.

It’s just a matter of sitting down and

memorizing the rules.

Thai isn't like English, where one spelling can give you

many sounds (i.e., read, read).

Also, many letters make the same sounds. Although you
have to be careful because the tone can change depending
on the letter.

When learning to read it's important to also learn how to

figure out the tones. But again, there are rules for that, you

can find here.

Do you plan on living in Thailand?

Yes, before Coronavirus, | was going to go live in Thailand.
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Although | am already at a pretty good level, | am sure
living in Thailand will help me improve. | will have many
more Thai people to speak to there, | will also have way

more opportunities to listen and read Thai.

I'll also have many more opportunities to learn things
through Thai. This will help me learn many new vocabulary
from different fields. For example, learning Muay Thai with
a Thai teacher all in Thai, learning to cook with a Thai

teacher all in Thai, etc.

Does having a Thai girlfriend help
you speak Thai better?

Yes! This is because any question | have, | have someone |

can immediately ask and get an answer.

Also, | get lots of practice speaking with her and her

parents.

Enroll in my FREE 10 day mini Thai course for
Absolute beginners!
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«— How my Brazilian Muay Thai teacher inspired me to be a better language

learner
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Sign up to my
newsletter and get e
your free E book!

To
understand
SPOKEN THA|

You will receive my E-book which , :
contains useful phrases and E—com P
expressions. You will also get
corresponding audios so you can
practice listening!

Email

| will also keep you updated on
new content and courses | make!

Learn real spoken Thai on my Thai With Grace
Youtube Channel

Subscribe to my channel to learn Thai. All my videos have Thai,

English, and transliteration subtitles!
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